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ters there found into sections of his own, and has omitted a few un- 
important passages. The topics which thus come to succeed one 
another in the translation are as follows : Human Nature, Govern- 
ment, Free-will and Fatalism, Character, Instinct, and some Ethi- 
cal Reflections. Of these, Human Nature and Free-Will and Fatal- 
ism have already been presented to the English reader by Mr. 
Belfort Bax in a volume of Schopenhauer's selections contributed to 
Bohn's Library. Both translations read well, but Mr. Saunders, 
by interpolating the chapter on Politics and adding the three later 
sections, has furnished a completer scheme of doctrine so far as 
merely ethics is concerned. Readers will now be able to see how 
our main ethical conceptions look in the light of Schopenhauer's 
distinctive ontological principle. The first section gives his for- 
mula for virtue, that it begins with sympathy, or a man's recogni- 
tion of his own true being in another individual objectively pre- 
sented to him ; the second section defines legal right as a mere 
limit adventitiously set to wrong ; the third expels free-will from 
the empirical world and gives it only a transcendental meaning ; 
the fourth assigns, as the sole function of experience towards human 
character, its unmasking, not its making or unmaking; the fifth 
distinguishes moral impulse both from non-moral impulse and from 
reason. But Schopenhauer himself seems to have sometimes felt 
the incompleteness of his system of ethical conceptions, and students 
must not expect clear and consecutive deductions of them. The 
puzzle how to account for the diversity of human characters, se- 
cluded as they are from the play of empirical influences, and spring- 
ing all from the free act of the same timeless will, is here solved 
by him in a strangely easy fashion. "Perhaps," he says, "some 
one will come after me who will throw light into this dark abyss." 

J. Brough. 
University College, Aberystwyth. 
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